FISH OF ALASKA’S REFUGES
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Show you some of the amazing fish found in Alaska’s
Refuges and highlight their importance to Refuge

purposes and people

Give you a quick intro to a few USFWS programs
that complement Alaska NWRs

Start a conversation about opportunities to
collaborate
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F1sh and Wildlife Conservation Offices

— Juneau, Kenai, Anchorage, and Fairbanks

Regional Office

— Conservation Genetics Lab

— PrOgmm COO?’dindlLOTS
o Fisheries/ALS, Habitat, Outreach, Subsistence

Work closely w/Alaska’s Fish Habitat Partnerships
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FISHERIES

In-season authority to meet conservation and
subsistence needs on federal lands

Treaty obligations/interjurisdictional fisheries

— Canadian-origin Chinook/fall Chum
— USFEFWS lead federal agency for Yukon River Salmon Agreement

Source of on-the-ground capacity/expertise for NWRs
— inwventory of fish populations/habitat use efc
Supporting/influencing conservation of natural

diversity

Informing habitat programs



VIDEO WEIRS ON REFUGE
TRIBUTARIES

Play “underwater weir footage” clip



VIDEO WEIRS ON REFUGE
TRIBUTARIES

i Hey everybody. We're out on an escapement project
looking at Chinook returns to this tributary
on the [Kenal] National Wildlife Refuge.
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Play “Funny River weir” clip



GENETICS

* Provide genetics and biometrics support for the Service and
external partners in Alaska.

* Sophisticated laboratory techniques and analytical methods

— Genetic stock appam‘ianmem‘ fo suppam‘ managemem‘ in—-season and meet
treaty obl gations

— eDNA (northern pike and Elodea)
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HABITAT

* Focus is restoring/protecting salmon habitat

* Foundation is voluntary partnerships/leveraging
resources

* Programs:

— Coastal Program
— Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program
— Fish Passage Program



HABITAT RESTORATION

e Fish passage restoration

— Adult and juvenile fish need to move all the time

— Thousands of road-stream crossings in AK

* ~70% surveyed are barriers to fish




HABITAT RESTORATION
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Play “fish Passage fail” clip




HABITAT RESTORATION

THIS) 1.5/ a
COTTONWOOD CREEK:
(WASTLLA, ALASKA)

Play “fish Passage restoration” clip




HABITAT RESTORATION

Play “streambank Chena” clip



AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES

e Elodea

— Confirmed in waterbodies in Anchorage,
Chena/Tanana Rivers (Yukon tributaries),
Kenai Peninsula, Cordova area

— Introduced from aquaria
— by floatplane, boat trailers

— Chokes out native vegetation, degrades
spawning habitat

— Working with State, Refuges, others to educate
vectors, eradicate infestations with herbicides




WL COULD USE YOUR HELP

Outreach about:
— Importance of genetic/life history diversity of fishes
— Proactive protection of habitat
— Threats to Alaskas fish/habitats

Volunteers
— Habitat restoration

— Fish/habitat visuals from Refuges

— Support efforts to engage youth in fishing

Support Fish Habitat Partnerships/Land Trusts
Fundraising/mechanism to administer funds
Fish liaison?

How can we help you?



Thankyou|

Like us on FACEBOOK:
https://www.facebook.com/USFWS.AK.Fisheries.Habitat/



